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For Support Of Britain 


St. Paul’s Suffered Turbulent Times 


By ERIC R. HERST 

When the Anglican 
Colonists first settled the 
Nansemond River Region 
between 1609 and 1630, the 
establishment of an official 
Anglican parish soon 
followed. By 1642 enough 
people had settled the region 
to further divide the parish 
into upper, lower and 
Chuckatuck Parishes of old 
Nansemond County. 


Surviving more than 200 
years of a sométime tur- 
bulent history, the upper 
parish eventually became 
what is now known by 
American Episcopalians in 
Suffolk as St Paul’s Parish 
and church, according to the 
present rector, the Rev. 
James H. Newsom. 


As the upper parish of 
Nansemond the parish serves 
all of what was old Suffolk. 
This parish is often confused 
with the Suffolk parish which 
does not serve old Suffolk but 
serves what was Old Nan- 
semond County, the Rev. 
Newsome said. 


The first parish church 
was located near Reid’s 


Ferry. The old foundations of 
this church are still to be 
found on land now owned by 
the Bunting Estate. 

With the establishment ‘of 
the church chairs and an 
altar cloth were ordered from 
England. Two of the chairs 
are still to be seen the present 
day St. Paul church on 
Main Street and the cloth is 
currently in a museum in 
Norfolk. 

By 1742 the center of 
population up the Nansemond 
River toward’s the town at 
Constant’s Warehouse. A new 
parish church was built and 
completed near the 
warehouse on July 26, 1753. 

The building faced the 
Nansemond River, with the 
altar end of the church facing 
what is now known as Church 
Street (once called Back 
Street). 

The entire church stood 
slightly west of what now is 
the intersection of Church 
Street and Western Ave.After 
having been established near 
Constant’s Warehouse 
members of the church or- 
dered a Bible from England. 
The Bible is still in use at the 
present church. 


This church continued to be 
used as the parish church 
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small church in the 300 block 
of North Main Street. 
Construction of the present 
St. Paul’s church was begun 
in 1892 and completed in 1895. 
Since the beginning of the church buildings, 


during 1966 and 1967. 


Twentieth Century the parish erected in the parish house in 
has gradually grown from125 1973. The chapel serves as a 
confirmed members to 330 in _ visible link between the early 


renovation of the church 
interior and new organ 
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addition in 1964, and a Newsom. 
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The inside of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
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Mr. Homeowner: 
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© DOOR CANOPIES : 
© GUTTERS & 
DOWNSPOUTS 2 
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A Good Home Is Your 
Best Investment- 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT CO. of VA. 
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Phones 539-8902 539-2507 Wilroy & Constance Rds. 


P.O. Box 1095 Suffolk, Va.- 
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